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The Bear Facts
Welcome to the official newsletter of the Ballard High School Alumni Association. Our mission is

to keep graduates and friends up-to-date on both school and alumni news.

Visit our Website

Ballard Alumni Association to Host
Dedication Ceremony for the New
Football & Soccer Complex before
the Ballard-Manual Football Game
September 24.

The Ballard Alumni Association (BAA) is excited to
host our Dedication of the new Pat Crawford
Stadium on September 24 before and during the
Dupont Manual football game. As you are aware,
BAA has raised funds for improvements for JCPS’
only Turf Field and facility in addition to an
enhanced entrance of Ballard’s stadium
showcasing personalized bricks and tribute pavers
recognizing donors or their BHS experience.
There will be food entertainment and activities
beginning at 4:30pm before the 7:pm game, with
alumni, teachers (former and current), coaches
and student involvement planned throughout the
evening. If you plan to return to your Alma Mater
at least one time in 2021, please join us at the

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=ShCF5uV6aBQ&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=ShCF5uV6aBQ&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=ShCF5uV6aBQ&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1134418648259&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
http://www.ballardalumni.com/
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BAA Stadium Field Celebration and Dedication
September 24!  

July 2021 Stadium Update
New Artificial Turf Site Work is Underway

As you can see, the field has been plowed to
begin construction of the new artificial turf field. All
permits have been received from JCPS and local
regulatory bodies, so the project is full steam
ahead. The turf has been ordered, and from the
artist's rendering we've seen it will be stunning.

A generous local family has made a BIG
contribution to cover the costs of the new field; we
will officially introduce them in our August
newsletter.

Teacher Feature: Andrew Tullbane
Mathematics Department Chair

We recently had a chance to chat with Andrew
Tullbane, a mathematics teacher who will be familiar
to many recent Ballard graduates. After securing his
Bachelors degree in Math and Secondary
Education, he taught briefly for the Fayette County
School System and then returned to Louisville to
complete his Masters at U of L. While at U of L,
Andrew was recognized as the Joe Wilkes Student
Teacher of the Year and as U of L’s Secondary
Mathematics Teacher of the Year. He completed his
student teaching at Ballard and joined the staff after
his graduation.

Are there any staff of faculty at Ballard who have
been particularly influential on you?

Without a doubt, Mrs. Mary Eschels has had the
biggest emphasis on me during my time at Ballard. I
student taught with Mrs. Eschels, and she always
treated me as one of her own children. I learned so
many lessons and ideas from her over the
years. Mrs. Eschels was an absolute legend at
Ballard, and even when she retired and began
working part time in the tutoring center, I would go

visit her for advice during my planning periods. She really taught me how to teach, and she demonstrated
the importance and benefit of building such incredible relationships with your students. Simply put, she
was the best, and I owe so much to her for guiding me as I embarked on this teaching journey.

What are your most memorable experiences while teaching at Ballard?

There are so many to count. State tournaments at Rupp, the many Dance Maroon events, the Madrigal
concerts, and the AP art showcases. I really try to attend a variety of events because I think that is what
makes Ballard so special; Ballard excels in academics, athletics, and the arts.
 
With all that being said, however, I think that first day of school twelve years ago will always stand out. I
was so nervous and excited. I will always remember that first group of freshmen I had in Advanced
Geometry. Those students and I started at Ballard at the same time. We grew together, and we overcame
obstacles together. I was able to teach many of them again as juniors, and that made our bond even
stronger. I still keep in touch with many of those students, and I simply couldn't be prouder of them. They
are changing the world and making our community a better place, and ultimately that's all any teacher
wants their students to do.

What can alumni do to better support teachers and students at Ballard?
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I really think the biggest thing is to let teachers know how much you appreciate them. Teachers work so
hard, and we do it for our students and our community. We want to help make a difference, and
sometimes hearing a "Thank you" or an "I appreciate you" can really make a teacher's day a lot
better. New technology and nicer facilities are great and important, but showing the appreciation and
recognition just make all the difference.

Ballard Graduate in the News - Trevon Davidson

On June 7th, WHAS11-TV shared a story about recent Ballard grad Trevon Davidson and his efforts to
collect shoes for use by others in the community. Trevon, currently a student at Tennessee State
University, was interviewed by reporter Kristin Pierce. In this story, we learned that he began this
collection in January and hope to collected 250 pairs. In the end, he ended up with over 340 pair. Trevon
donated the shoes to both the St. Vincent dePaul Society and the Clothing Assistance Program for JCPS.

"I've always been into shoes, and I have been blessed in my life ...this is just something I wanted to do,"
said Trevon. "Shoes go a long way to helping a person's self-esteem. When you look good, you feel
good."

Trevon says that he's done for collecting this year, but plans to do this project again next year. If you'd like
to see this story, please click on the link below.

https://www.whas11.com/article/news/community/trevon-davidson-shoe-donation-louisville-
tennessee-university/417-cb33aaac-e8cf-42be-acf5-61402434cef4

Faces in the Quad - 1976

Clockwise, from right: Fans at a basketball game;
Band Officers - Sandy Kasting, Chuck Swain,
Wade Thurman, Roy Chisholm and Earl Carter;
Walter Mojsekenko playing soccer.

Got any pictures from your graduating class you'd
like to share? Send them in jpeg format to Rudy
Moeller for a future issue.

https://www.whas11.com/article/news/community/trevon-davidson-shoe-donation-louisville-tennessee-university/417-cb33aaac-e8cf-42be-acf5-61402434cef4
mailto:rmoeller@change-managed.com


9/13/2021 "The Bear Facts" -- Campus and Alumni News from Ballard High School

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/-The-Bear-Facts-----Campus-and-Alumni-News-from-Ballard-High-School.html?soid=1134418648259&aid=ShCF… 4/5

Class of 2011 Announces Its 10-
Year Reunion on October 23

The Class of 2011 is pleased to announce its
10-year reunion scheduled for October 23 at
the Seelbach Hotel. Cocktail hour begins at
6pm (cash bar), with dinner and the reunion to
begin at 7pm.

The cost for dinner will be $55 per person.
Payment via Venmo to Clayton Bailey at
@claytonbailey or through Apple Pay to (502)
415-6594. Include your full name and the
name of any guest. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
 
Do you help with your class reunions?  Please
send an email to ballardalumni@gmail.com –
we would love to connect with you. We are
looking for class leaders/reunion organizers to
help us build our association.  We can help
each other by sharing information to assist
with your reunion and our association
membership.
 
As always, please share this newsletter with
any classmates!  Please help us reach out!  

Meet our Ballard Alumni of the Month

Ronnie Baker

mailto:ballardalumni@gmail.com
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Those who knew Ronnie Baker while he was at
Ballard (Class of 2012) remember him as a track
start of the first order. Although he had several
collegiate scholarship opportunities, he chose to
pursue his future at Texas Christian University in
Ft. Worth where he received his degree in
Kinesiology.

Some of Ronnie's notable achievement to date
include:

Two-time NCAA Champion Indoor 60m
2017 Indoor National Champion 60m
2017 World Relays Gold Medalist 4x100
2018 World Indoor Championship Bronze
Medalist
2018 Third-fastest time in history 60m

And now, he has the honor of competing on the
US Olympic Team in Tokyo.

To train, Ronnie runs five days a week and lifts
weights three days a week. It's a disciplined life --
no junk food, no vacations and minimal sleep In
his spare time, he runs an online e-commerce
business in partnership with some other
entrepreneurs in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area. His
heroes include Usain Bolt and Tyson Gay, both for
their speed and their personal charisma.

After the Olympics, Ronnie plans to devote more
time to his business while competing on the
diamond league circuit and in other select track
meets.

Ronnie, all of us are proud to call you a Bruin
and wish you the very best in the Olympics.
We'll be watching you in Tokyo and look
forward to seeing what life brings your way in
the years ahead.

Do you have personal news you'd like to share with Bruin Nation? A new job, a published article,
a professional recognition? Here's your chance to let everyone know "What's Bruin" in your life.
Send your submissions for inclusion in our next issue to rmoeller@change-managed.com.

mailto:rmoeller@change-managed.com

